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The Women Of America Must
Lead The March To The Polls

With whatever party they are
registered, and regardless of their
choice of candidates, the women
of America must lead November’s
matreh to the polls!

America must stand on her own
feet in the field of civil rights
and economic security, no less
than in matters of foreizn policy.
We women must reinforce our ef-
forts to unite for peace and pros-
perity and brotherhood and free-
dom.

I want that great organization
which we still know as the Nation-’
al Council of Negro Women (al-
though it has never been exclus-:
ive as tu race), to step to the.
forairont of this new campaign.
for politizal literacy and concert-
ed action. I hope that it will be’
very active through its many,
“metropolitans’ —its local groups
—in helping to teach the tech-
niques of the ballot and in helping:
to interpret men and women and!
the measures they advocate.

Women are people! Women are:
citizens! The days when theyi
walked Indian file—literally into
figuratively—behind whatever men-
mizht -be around, husbands, fa-'
thers, brothers, employers . .—or
preachers—are gone So there
‘must be an end to Indian file
thinking.

Wamen are at least as discern-'
ng as the opposite sex. They are’
it least as thorough. They are
it least as objective, They are

: :ompeting, in thought and action,:

1s people: but as people who are
vomen, there are specific areas
»f action which claim their par-
icular interest, in addition to the
yverall problems of local and na-
jonal communities. .

I think that Edith Sampson has
ziven to vs a strong representa-:
iion at the United Nations. I con-:
sratulate her _on her  reappoint-
ment. ‘

Now, what she is doing at the
United Nations we must do on:
sur owi: nearthstones., \We must:
key our minds to the- problems
of tae day. We must analyze and
select and discard—and act.

Effort? Of course, it takes ef-
fgrt! The pioneer women worked
as nard as their men. They,
worked with men. We must do
likewise. Often enough .we will
have to take the initiative in ex-,
ploring prublems, in suggesting ac-
tion, in checking the records of’
candidates. Television is doing
part of this job for us. Radio
is doing part of it

So what are the candidates say-,
ing and Joing? What have lhey(

wxhat they are saying and not

much mure difficult to find oul

‘wha. they have—~or have not=e

done,
Most “‘cause” organizations -

‘thosc with special interests—keep

track of the actions and attitudes

-of public servants, with reference

to their own particular’ fields. The
National Association for the Ad.

* vancement of Colored People—

our NAACP—keeps -such records.
The AF of L and the Ci0O (through
CIO-PAC, keep such records. And-
for the little man on the land—
tenant, small owner or migratory
worker—the National Farmers
Union keeps such records.

The Womer's Joint Congression-
al association keeps records. The
Leazue of Women Voters keeps

! records c¢n a non-partisan basis,

All. of these organizations have
ear-to-the-ground headquarters in

Washingtoa. Ask your loeal
branch of these groups for further
information on local or natlonal
matiers. That is their function.
And find out how to vote—and
vote! Tha: is your function ag a
citizen. If we are mnot too busy
to live, then we cannot be “toc
busy” to understand and help to -

'done? It is very easy to know! direct the manner of our living
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